The first forum of Azerbaijani student volunteers was held on December 14.

The Forum begam with listening to the: National Anthem) of the: Republic of Azerbaijan. Then, the video, entitled
“Azerbaijani Volunteers: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow" about volunteer activities among students, was shown.

The Forum, held with the support of the Ministry of Education, was attended by Fatma Abdullazadeh, head of

the Department of Humanitarian Policy Issues of the Presidential Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Mikayil

Jabbarov; Minister fof [Education; -AzadRahimovi Minister ‘of Youthcand SportsPMPs rectors (ofj highet education

institutions; e representatives:rofitinternational @rganjzations, |:INGOs leaders; student-«volunteersicand media
representatives.

Welcoming the participants-of thef forum, \Mikayil Jabbarov, MinistercofrEducation ssaid: that this-event wascof
great historical importance.

TheMinistercoftEducationrnoted:thatcobligations=arisingffrom youth policy foundedbymational teader-Heydar
Aliyewwere oneiof the prioritiesofor the @ctivities fof RPresident fof the: Republic iof. Azerbaijan/MrlHiham Aliyev: Noting
that ¢herPresident highlypappreciatesvolunteercactivities' of students indhetinternational events-held inzAzerbaijan,
Minister mentioned that the head of state paid special importance to these issues during a meeting with volunteers. As
itswas noted by MreRresidentp!lVVolunteers-oneaagain showed ithat our countrys has)a greatpotentialiandhuman
capital... Indeed, our future is in safe hands".

Touchinguponithe special role cof studentwolunteersiinithe (process of holding ithe iBaku 2015 FirstlEuropean
Gamestat aihigh:levelyMinisterfof &ducationneted that the thoughtsioflMehriban Aliyeva; iFirstliady of Azerbaijan,
Chairperson of the First European Games Organizing Committee, generated enthusiasm in student volunteers.

TheiMinister-alsounderlined:that«the freformsy implemented incthe:field ofchigherieducation;the favorable
environmentgcreated foristudentspprovidednewopportunities forlearners.idtsishscheduled ftotfurtherpexpand:the
innovative environment in higher education institutions in the near future within the framework of international projects.

Natingathat 4t is mecessary tosrespond adequately tanew challenges,cthe Minister highly @ppreciated-the
creationcofsstudentsvolunteerprogram “BIR” incorderitormakermoreceffective useof powerzandknowledge cofsstudents
and to successfully implement the strategic objectives.

Fatma Abdullazadeh, head of the Department of Humanitarian Policy Issues of the Presidential Administration

ofithe fRepublicof /Azetbaijan, gave recommendationsitosstudentwolunteersandwishedsuccessitoitheforum. Noting

that/olunteersserve as an exampléfoniotheryoung peaplée by-taking an @ctive partinsoeial and gulturalflife fof our

country and higher education institutions where they study, the head of the Department emphasized the importance of
working hard to be ready for new challenges.

In their-speeches;JAzadiRahimoy, sMinister ofifY outh andrSpottsp NatoAlkazashvili; Deputy Resident
Coordinator of the United Nations, and student volunteers spoke about the importance of the forum and noted that the
volunteer movement had a positive impact on the expansion of activeness of citizens in the society.

After ithe speeches were delivered, ithe presentation of student-volunteer pragram “BIR” was theld. [During ithe
presentation, the participants were informed in detail about the purpose, directions and opportunities of the program.

Itsshouldibernoted thatithepragramccovers10higherceducationiinstitutionsiintBaku, Sumgait-andGanja-as:a
pilotproject. WUnderthe program;tstudents/will e involvedhinwolunteer @ctivities rand-relevant events; as/wel asthe
projectywhichrincludess 61differenti/directions|(kearn, Teach| Live<Keep:alive)Discoverand-Enjoy)yaccordingdoreal
student life"nmodel,ywill-bessubmitted tot them. Young peopleccan-apply:through www.facebook.com/birkonullu to join

the program.

The event ended with the singing of Azerbaijan’s famous retro song “Student” by the students.
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