During 2013-the Ministry of Education carried out several reform-oriented-events and-made

significant isteps ahead regarding transparency provision in:education system; application, of modern

managementmodel, quality: assurance; and: capacity building-from the: capability,and competence
standpoint.

One of the steps was enabling more than 90 thousand graduates from Xl class to get attestation.
According to the President's instruction, pproposal of ithe Ministry of Education .on awarding attestations
to all pupils of secondary/schools:was raised up to-the Government /level and legislation acts were
appropriately modified in @ccordance with the Decisionof the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republicof
Azerbaijan dated on May 23, 2013.

Hundreds of school graduates who,got 2rinifinal exams achieved successfulresults in entrance
exams this year and were accepted to high and secondary special education establishments.

Along with high and secondary special schools, considering those persons’ chance to be accepted
to first vocational special education establishments, we’ll see that social activities of those young have
been enhanced enough.

Oneof thecupdates in 12013 education. environmentof the country -‘was-the-adoption rof \new
regulations on untimely acceptance of special talented children under 6 years-old to school. As a result
of activity of the committees establishment in accordance with the new regulations, 8 846 children have
been untimely accepted to school.

This year there has been agility in teachers’ centralized employment process to general education
and first vocational special education 'establishments. -Previous years-just-test exams:for-teachers’
employment took’ 6-7 -weeks,-this year the process took:totally 13 /days.iNote that-this year-3286

vacancies have been advertised. There.were 18782 applicants/ As perifinalresults of competitionfor

teachers” employment, 1281 persons were employedrin general./Unlike previous years; although'the

number of vacancies forteachers” employmentrincreasedrin/the current year; admission scores\were
not decreased; teachers’' professional competencies were a must in the competition.

Additionally; the Ministry-of (Educationmade iadditional inclusions to-vacancies atgeneral

education schoolsrin/November: Persons\who-achieved:admission scoresrin current year employment

competition,but:not-accepted wererparticipating -incadditional linclusion: 1651 personst out of 1257
applicants in this stage were employed.

4022150 copies of textbooks and textbook sets:were published:and/distributed in 146 items for

classes IJI1L'W,V, VL VI X and X forr2013:2014 academic years! For the first time/ the textbooks for

class 'VIwereccompiled-based on curriculum. Other-textbooks were published by makingceditionsron
previous publications

Unlike previous-years, the Ministry of [Education made a-decision on:-use of-generalleducation
school textbooks in the upcoming years/with-a year testing period. This-approach will help toimprove
the textbook quality, decrease textbook shortage, and actively include the author potential in textbook
compilation. As the first step towards this field, the annual preparation of textbooks for two classes was
started. The preparation process of new textbook sets for-classes Vil and Vlll-was started:based on
2014-2015 academic years.-Textbook sets for-class/ VIl will-be published until, the-beginning of-next
academic year and distributed to general-education schools. It’s planned to publish the textbooks for
classesVlllin limited number, test/inpilot.schools-a year.and distribute to-all-schools-afterwards. This
mechanism is plannedto (be continued in the upcoming -years'as well.rlnorder to improve the
qualification- of rtextbook authors and promote -the specialists  of cauthorshipclaims- in textbook
compilation, training courses are planned.

One’of thiscyear’s successes was the-selection process’of-deserving-candidates for the-"“State
Program for study-of'Azerbaijani youth-abroad for'2007-2015" / For the first time/during 6 years of the
programiimplementation, theccandidates were interviewed completely transparent in-study languages
by the committees in/which-rmembers of high education establishments, ministries, non-government
organizationsrincluded and unbiased selectioni.wasimade!/In-.comparison.with the previous ,years/ this



year more number of students - 787 entitled to study abroad.

Also, this year the Ministry of Education started the implementation of a social Modern Azerbaijan
Professionals Project directed towards-the development offinfrastructure of-first wocational special
education establishments and based onstate-business partnership! The Project aimsto enhancelthe
scope of vocational-education-system-and improve: the quality of-capacity preparation process. /Within
this Project the partnerships were made with different state and private, as well as foreign partners and
moderni resource rcenters were ! established within -several . first wocational-special-ieducation
establishments.

Feeding has started to-be centrally organized at boarding schools,; lyceums and, gymnasiums
subordinated to 'the/Ministry of Education. Appropriate/dietary:menus have been prepared for special
boarding 'schools/(children withtintellectualand physical-disabilities, 'tuberculosis; and rheumatism
disease) subordinated ito- the Ministry. Menus have-been modified! individually cinnrcompliance lwith
nosological form, progress, degree, remission ror-relapse periods of-diseases.cAdditionally, tat the
mentioned-educational .centersithe feeding iscorganized-considering the-age groups, characteristicscof
intellectual and physical load of children and teenagers, course and work routines. Central organization
of-feedingraims to havercontrol-over following-the international and inational:standards; rsanitary -
hygienic:and sanitary —epidemiologic requirements:and-effectively-eliminate any shortages.: Rational
and balanced-feeding is one of-the necessary and’effective factors providing children’s: health.and
harmonic-development:r Correct feeding significantly @affects the-development and formation of
children’s brain,rintellect; central,nervous system( Correctfeedingrin ichildhood and teenager periods
provides the comprehensive development along with providing the daily needs of food.

Within’2013-2014 academic years'modern:equipmentiwere provided to 370 physics; chemistry

and-biology-subject labs-at'240.general-education-establishments republic/wide,-asiwell-as 27 in-Baku

city. This action has been implemented by appropriate allocations from state budget by the order of the
Ministry of Education.

Temporary Guideline'has 'been-adoptedifor interschool-assessment-at.general-education-schools
and “Teacher’s formative assessment notebook” been prepared.

The Ministry-of Education organized-a project. competition for the public initiatives-support./As-a
result of the competition, 13 jprojects for “Initiatives for education jpolicy”, '5 for “Research iinitiatives iin
education”, in general, 18 projects have been positively evaluated.

One of the/following successful attempts in)2013-was theorganization of-trainings for school
principals and pedagogical personnel who,wish:-to,work:in this positioniin future! The trainings.in the
inception phase cover general-education-establishments- operating-only in-Baku city.-547 pedagogical

personnel-haverbeen registered: 547 candidates who wish to take part in the trainings/ shall be

undergone through 3:stage .competition: The firstistage of competition has already beencompleted.

152-pedagogical personnel ccould: pass/to the: next/stage: Next stage of the competition will be
completed at the end of January.

It was started to pay relevant monthly advance allocations for economy purposes to the principals
of-general education schools /subordinated to the-Bakuicity /Education-Department/since-December
2013, /Amount ofrmonthly advancelallocations-was defined as)400-manats forischools of whichthe

number of pupils-isiunder 1000, 500 for.schools/with 1000-1300 pupils:and 600 for schools with over
1300 pupils. Monthly allocations will be spent by the principals for the solution of pending urgent issues
of the schools.

On October 24, 2013 Mr. Ilham Aliyev, the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, signed another
document considering progressive reforms-in educationalsphere.-This document is-a decree on
approval of the-“State Strategy for the development-of education'in the Republic of Azerbaijan”

describing the fundamental solution of issues which-are under public . concern. The State Strategy-sa
conceptual document towards systematized maintenance of educational reforms and high contributions
toithecountry’scdevelopment./Aworkgroup has'been-established atithe ' Ministry of [Educationiinorder
to draft the action plan for the implementation of State Strategy.



One of the updates in 2013 educational sphere is an announcement of key priorities of reforms to
be carried outrin;general education schools.cIdentification of ithe priorities aims torimplement the key
goals setforthrin'the “State Strategy forithe/development of educationrin'the:Republic of Azerbaijan”

and to conduct publiciawareness.-Main objective of reform-oriented events towards the solution of

topical> problems of -general ceducation system was to,provide healthy and efficientceducational

environment at schools, improve education quality and raise the school management up to the modern
requirements.

On December 14, 2013 thei-Ministry of c(Education-organized therAzerbaijani teachers’ XIV
congress. Governmentcofficials, deputies, heads of first vocational-special,-secondary-special-and/high
education-establishments,-heads’ of docal-educational entities; influential- teachers; intellectuals-and
otheroconcerningrentities .were-participating in the congress 'where representatives’ of all Azerbaijan
regions take part in.

The Ministry cof Education made -a decision .on regulation of issues rregarding use «of incomes from
publication of textbooks for-the sale purposes. This decision aims tocprotect-the textbook authors’
rights, their motivation to prepare ithe textbooks meeting modern requirements, -as well -as provide the
promaotion: of textbook writing. So,> textbook cauthorsowill>get:50" %:of earnings fromtadditional
publication’ of textbooks. Other-part’ of mentioned-earnings will-be spent for 'stimulation’ of textbook
writing, study and use of the existing international practice in this sphere.

By Decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated on December 27, 2013,
the-maximumilimit of -weekly> workload:for-teachers of general education'schools, gymnasium and
lyceums,ovocational schoolsrand dyceums, sportsrand art schools,~heads of circles: at-extracurricular

education establishments was extended from 24 hours up to 36 hours.

This year the Ministry of Education made a new policy towards the establishment of more efficient
relationsiwithrmass media. This policy-enabled the Ministry tormake clearer, transparent-and-effective
relationships with media. In order to publish exact and complete information on activities of the Ministry
of Education-andrincrease 'the cooperation opportunities\withmedia; this year. seminars:and briefings
have-been organized for -mass media representatives; the trip' to lsmayilli region-been-arranged.
Meanwhile; certain tattempts have been made towards therstrengthening of activities of publishing
entities subordinated to the|Ministry iof Education and useful «collaboration with publishing ientities of
universities.
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